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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


lilt of twelve Colleges, 4ith 1,891 
students, fifty per cent were pro- 
lessors of religion. From the 
j ear book of the Y. M. C. A., we 
learn tbat in 1880, out of 
12,063 students in sixty-five 
Colleges, 6,081, or lift; per cent 
were protesaort of religion. 

I am indebted to a work in my 
possession entitled, "Problem oi 
Religious Progress," by Daniel 
Dorchester, 1). D., tor the follow- 
ing: 

"It is vory common to look 
buck to tbe first Christian cen- 
turies as a period ol the greatest 
growth ot Christianity ; but those 
who do so do uot act intelligent- 
ly. The last one hundred and 
hlty years has been a period ot 
greater Christian progress in the 
whole world than any previous 
period. But in the United States 
alone, in the laat eighty years, 
the progress of tbe first Christian 
centuries baa been greatly ex- 
ceeded. * * * 

In the' United States tbe eu 
rol ud communicants increased 
in eighty years (1800-1880) 9,- 
701,091, which is nearly equal to 
the total increase ot Cnristianty 
in tbe first centuries of the Chris- 
tian era. But much ol the latter 
increase was only nominal, under 
the military couquests of Con- 
stantino, etc. taking, therefore, 
the entire evangelical population 
ot the United States, as we have 
already figured it, numbering, in 
1880, 35,230,870, and we see that 
this growth in eighty years ex- 
ceeded, the growth ot Christian- 
ity in the first eight centuries 
after Christ, by an excess ot over 
5,000,000. 

It would eeem that no mind 
could fail to be impressed with 
these wonderful tacts of Ameri 
can Protestantism, so transcend- 
ing in magnitude and signifi- 
cance anything ever before 
seen in the history of Christian- 
ity." 

Tbe above author has also 
shown in hie admirable book 
that whatever imperfections still 
exist, in religious vitality and 
spirituality an intelligent ana- 
lysis of modern progress shows 
a great advance in the better 
elements ot piety and morals. 

A close scanning of the re 
ligious statistics from the above 
quoted works also shows that 
tbe different denominations cou- 
troling the colleges have in- 
creased their numerical strength 
and influence in proportion to 
the number and character of their 
institutions of learning. 

Hut another interesting feature 
shown by these statistics is that 
each denomination controlling 
these institutions has exerted an 
influence in tavor of its own 
doctrinal views of tbe scriptures. 
Thus, tbe Baptist colleges have 
exerted an influence in favor of 
Baptist doctrine, Presbyterians 
in favor of Presbyterian doctrine, 
and Methodists in favor of Meth- 
odist doctrine, etc., etc. 

Experience has frequently 
demonstrated that where mem- 
bers of churches • that have no 
denominational schools, have sent 
their children to tbe schools el 
another denomination, they for- 
sook the church in which they 
were reared and identified them- 
selves with the church that con- 
trolled their Alma Mater, 

We know of a case where 
three only children brought dp 
by Bunkard parents, where 
father and mother both preached 
the gospel, yet in consequence 
of having no Bunkard College 
in which to educate their chil- 
dren, tbey sent them to a Baptist 
institution and they became in- 
fluential members in the Baptist 
church. 

This is evidence that the com- 
bined influence of parents and 
ministers are uot as great to 


mould the religions sentiments of 
tbe young as is the Influence ex 
erted by the colleges and uni- 
versities. 

' One reason why the number of 
Baptist, Methodist, and Christian 
ministers, who were reared by 
Dunkards, Amisb, end Mennon 
ites, is not muoh larger than it 
is, is because that the parents in 
these churches, anticipating tbe 
consequences, pretered to deny 
their boys the coveted education 
rather than have them forsake 
the faith (creed) of their ances- 
tors. 

Others have made tbe fatal 
mistake of sending their children 
to schools of a non-denomina- 
tional character and had tbe 
mortification of seeing tbe minds 
of their children become con- 
taminated witb theories ant ago 
niatic to Christianity itself. It 
is a fact however that in many 
of the non-denominational col- 
leges, the chairs of professorships 
are occupied by graduates from 
the religioub colleges and tbe 
institutions oaunot be called ir- 
religious; with others this is 
however, different. 

With these facts before us, the 
writer bolds, that if tbe gospel 
ordinances, neglected by other 
denominations, but preserved 
and advocated by the brethren, are 
worth preserving and perpetua- 
ting it is the imperative duty of the 
church to foster institutions ot 
learning for the purpose ot edu- 
cating its ministry and clothe 
them with a power, that cannot 
be ignored, and for the lack of 
which bo amount of goodness 
and piety and honesty of convic- 
tion can compensate in tbe influ- 
ence which tbe church is expect- 
ed to exert in the world. Let 
the language of the Savior, spok- 
en for nil future generations: 
"Be ye wise as serpents," be 
heeded by the church, rather 
than to allow itself to be lulled 
to sleep by consoling itself with 
the delusion that the language 
spoken by the same Divine au- 
thority: "Tbe children of this 
world are wiser in their day and 
generation than the children of 
light," was a prophecy for all 
generations, and justified the fol- 
lowers of Christ to become fossil- 
ized in ignorance and supersti- 
tion, rather than to hold up 
Christ as a light to lighten the 
Gentiles and for salvation to the 
ends of the earth. 

E. L. Yodbe. 

EDITORIAL NOTES. " 


I bid adieu to Ashland, boarded 
train for Pittsburg in view of 
reaching borne aame evening. 
But unfortunately I could not 
make the connections anticipat- 
ed, and so bad to stay at Pitts- 
burg until 9:20 o'clock that 
evening. During that time I 
visited several plaoes of interest, 
one of which was Tbe Cyclorama 
of the Battle of Gettysburg, 
which amply repaid me for my 
time and money. 

Firstly my time for boarding 
the train bad arrived, and I be- 
gan traveling East witb bright 
hopes for the success of Ashland 
College. But "as luck would 
have it" my train did not stop 
where I should have changed 
care and I had to go to Meyers- 
dale. However, for this I was 
not very sorry, as I had an op- 
portunity to present the College 
matter to some of the pillars of 
one of the most thriving and 
most progressive church in the 
Keystone Slate. I stopped tbe 
remainder of the night with Bro. 
Gnagey, pastor of this chnroh, 
and his noble wife. Bro. Gnagey 
is very highly spoken of by his 
people, and I even heard a Bo- 
te an Catholic speak of him iu 
the highest terms, as a minister. 
I took dinner at Dr. Beacbly's, 
,iiui supper at Bro. John ding- 
er's. Tbe hospitality of these 
people is too well known for any 
comment here. I wish to say 
however, that I received some 
encouragement from these good 
people relative to my present 
mission. 

I reached Berlin Friday even- 
ing just in time to hear Jabn De- 
wit t Miller, from N. Y., lecture 


In last week's Issue tbe compositor 
made Bro. Ketm, In his ''College Mat- 
ter Adjusted," any "The German Bap- 
tist Brothren ex-trustees are all reliable, 
while he wrote "liable, "meaning tbat 
tbey were liable for their share of tbe 
College debt, We make this correction, 
trust Ids however, that the brethren 
alluded to will ever deserve tbe com- 
pliment that accidentally fell upon 
them. 


We are pleased to see tbat Bro. Cober 
is giving such good satisfaction at 
Milford, this with Bro. Ditch's call to 
South Bend, Bro. Mllderbrand's work 
In Inil. and Bro. Sbively'sat West In- 
dependence gives us eon Ode nee to de- 
clare tbat Ashland College is a power 
for good In preparing young ministers 
for their work. 


on the "Uses of Ugliness." I 
want to say right here that the 
lolkswere more than a little sur- 
prised 'at my unexpected arrival 
and some of them hardly knew 
whether I were "Joe" or some 
one else. 

I reached home on Saturday 
■evening, accompanied by Bro. J. 
H. Enepper, pastor of the Berlin, 
Somerset, and Stony Creek 
churches, with whom also I stay- 
ed over night. Bro. Enepper is 
one ot those quiet successful 
workers that grow in popularity 
and in tbe ministry of the word 
aa be grows in days and in years, 
Prom present indications Bro. 
Enepper and Bro. Gnagey ' will 
be able to serve their churches 
successfully for many more years. 
Indeed tbey have never served 
any others, but those they are 
serving now. This accords with 
the saying of Dr. Talmage, "A 
tree transplanted every year 
bears no fruit." 

After being enow bound for 
several days at home, I reached 
Johnstown at 2 o'clock this after- 
noon, and am now writing this 
at tbe house of Elder Daniel 
Croflbrd. 

Expect to enter upon active 
work now and report favorably 
ere long. 
Success, Bro. John and Charley. 
J. L. Eihhbl. 


Sister Julia A. Wood feels happy over 
College matters. We hope She will not 
be disappointed. It is like being lifted 
oat of a deep pit, to us, and we tbink 
It Impossible for strangers to realize 
tbe measure of our rejoicing. 

In the Canvassing Field. 

Inasmuch as I promised to re- 
port weakly to the Evahqilist 
as to my whereabouts, I now 
write this article. 

Thursday morning, Mareh 8th, 


Adrian, Mo. 

Once more we ask to be heard 
through your columns, as we 
bave been silent for some time. 

The Brethren church here is 
still battling for tbe right, and 
while we bave nothing remarka- 
ble to report, we are thankful 
that we have the privilege of re- 
porting to the Kvanoblist that 
we are more than holding onr 
own in advancing tbe cause ' ot 
oar adorable Redeemer. 

Bro. W. J.H. Bauman came 


to onr place (Adrian) on the Uth 
ot February, and preached for 
as twenty -one sermons in nil, 
which had the effect of -introduc- 
ing the Brethren church in Ad- 
rian. The immediate result was 
one baptised during the meeting, 
four more candidates for baptism, 
and one declared her intention 
of uniting with the Brethren 
chnroh who had formerly been a 
member of the German Baptist 
church. 

Duringthe meeting rain and 
mud prevented many from at- 
tending that would have liked to 
have attended if possible. 

Bro. Bauman made many 
warm friends here while among 
us. The Brethren's doctrine al- 
so set many to thinking on the 
grand theme of what must I do 
to be saved. 

This series of meetings was the 
first series of meetings ever, held 
in Adrian. Notwithstanding the 
tbe organization of the Brethren 
church herein this community ie 
sixteen or seventeen years old 
and as Bro. Bauman puts it, we 
have been too rural and too se- 
cluded, and right here brethren 
I wish to say the Brethren doc- 
trine has nothing to fear. Let 
us get out of the ruts. In the 
townsand cities ie tbe proper 
places to plant the banner. Let 
our lights be lighted np in the 
cities . It is oftener that we will 
have full houses at worship and 
the doctrine 1b easier disseminat- 
ed when once planted in cities 
and towns, and there is still an- 
other feature to consider: people 
living in towns as a rule have 
no conveyances of their own 
whilst in the country, it, as a rule, 
is just the reverse. 

I see in the report of the Ash- 
land convention tbat my name is 
on tbe list of tbe committee ap 
pointed to call state and district 
conventions for missionary pur- 
poses, to which I will respond 
only as an individual as I do 
tot know whe're to find the 
other two, the only Daniel Hen 
d ricks that I ever heard of in 
Missouri ie dead, and L have no 
knowledge of a Thomas Hen- 
dricks as those are the two other 
committeemen's names, but I 
will not give it up. I will just 
call to those brethren across tbe 
line in Eaneas and say, "would 
it not be a good move tor ua to 
make, to see to this matter at 
once and begin to c >me to some 
conclusion and set a time when 
such convention should meet. I 
will not say as to place, but the 
time should not be later than 
Oct. 15th, 1888, and might be 
sooner. Now come brethren 
what do you say J Shall it be a 
little more sleep and a little 
slumber and a little more folding 
of the hands, or shall it be go 
forward and "rescue the perish- 
ing!" It takes some time to 
mature a work like this, hence 
the importance of beginning 
soon." 

I now find my article is getting 
rather lengthy, so I will cIobo for 
this time. 

A AR.iN Showaltkr. 
March 11th, 1888. 


hands and prayer," aa I bad done, 
for which Bro. Swihart called 
me to account, and Bro. Furry, 
when I called your attention to 
tbe lact, I had no more idea of 
criticizing your article than I 
now bave of doing so ; tor your 
article is in perfect harmony 
witb mj sentiments. I did not 
mean to criticize your expression 
at all, for you said it just aa I 
had done, and I simply wished 
to call your attention to the fact 
tbat Bro. Swihart was calling 
me to order tor saying that which 
I had no gospel authority tor 
saying. 

When I used Bro. Brown's 
expression "nasty nice" I did 
uot have Bro, Furry or bis arti- 
cle in view whatever, but I will 
fell you bow I tett. I said what 
I did (from force ot habit I sup- 
pose) and Bro. Swihart asked 
me lor the scripture authority, 
and 1 looked tor it and saw at 
once that the scriptures had 
prayer first, etc., and I did not 
think that Bro. Swihart bad con- 
cluded irom what I had said, 
that I had laid bands ou the con- 
verts and then some time after- 
ward prayed over them, but I 
felt he wanted to criticize me a 
little tor my manner of expres- 
sion, and in reply I could think 
of nothing better than to use Bro. 
Brown's "nasty nice." Perhaps 
it was all wrong for me to use it 
as 1 did, and it I have offended 
you my dear Bro. Furry, or Bro. 
Swihart, or any one, I humbly 
beg your pardon. 

I hope I am understood now 
upon this point, and if in writing 
or doing what I bave done, I 
have robbed God of any glory, 
or sought the praise of men, I 
m-i i humbly beseech a divine 
Father to forgive me and I will 
try and do better. 

Aa a final reply to Bro, Swi- 
hart, I will say, when I examined 
the divine record I saw at once 
that I should have said "prayer" 
tirel inetead of "laying on of 
hands" etc , and 1 thought my 
first reply to you plainly indicat- 
ed that you had "cornered" me, 
and I thought you did it more to 
criticize me a little tor my man- 
ner of expression than for a vio- 
lation ol tbe gospel, and it my 
first reply did not indicate that 1 
was "down," my second allusion 
certainly did. I accept ot your 
criticisms witb the bestof feeling 
and hope you have not been of- 
fended, and that this my last 
reply will be satisfactory. 

Isaac Kilhbfnbr. 
Ashland, O., March 16, 1888. 


OUR CHURCH. 


Another Explanation. 

In reply to Bro. B. B. Forry, 
and with the best ot feelings, I 
will say I was surprised to hear 
that be thought I had criticised 
his article on "Baptism and the 
lay i ug on of bands," when the 
thought of criticising his article 
had never once entered my mind. 
Tbe idea I wished to convey was 
simply to call Bro. Furry a at 
tention to the tact he, too, bad 
need the expression, laying on of 


It is expected that Rev. W. C. 
Perry will occupy the College 
pulpit next Sunday. 

Bro. Mason is about to close a 
series ot meetings at Miamisbnrg. 
He reports eleven accessions. 

Bro. G. W. DeBolt expects to 
bold a series of meetings for tbe 
brethren in Holmeaville, Neb., 
about tbe middle of April. 

Bro. D. C. Uilery writes that 
tha South Bend church has en- 
gaged Bro. L. W. Ditch, as pas- 
tor for tbe coming year. 

Elder P. J. Brown reports one 
addition at Zimmerman, and Bays 
that tbe meeting closed with 
good interest and that a church 
will be erected. 

— Bro. B.F. Flora went to Glen- 
ford to till Bro. Miller's appoint- 
ment last Saturday. This is Bro. 
Flora'* first trip out as a minister 
since he has been in school. 

We are pained to learn that 
Bro. McFaden has had a serious 
battle with disease. We trust 
that his hopes for a speedy re- 
covery will be realized. 

Bro. Henry Wise, ol Virginia, 
or Pa., expects to preach for the 
brethren at Waterloo, Iowa, a 
year from next April. His. first 
appointment is set for the first 
Lord's day in April. 

Rev. J. 8. Felger preached at 
the College last Sabbath. He 
kindly consented to fill the va- 
cancy caused by the absence of 
our pastor and moat ot the min- 
istering brethren in the canvass- 
ing field. 
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